2026 Flower Show Summary

The Alberta Dahlia and Glad Society held its annual flower show at the Trial & Show Garden in
Olds, Alberta on August 22 and 23, 2026. Although the public portion of the event ran Saturday
and Sunday, preparations had been underway for weeks. Volunteers worked tirelessly to bring
the trial garden into excellent condition, update and print the show books, and prepare all entry
tags and winner’s cards.

In the days leading up to the show, a
second tent was raised (many thanks to
Ron, Evan, Mike, Herb and the rest of the
crew), quilts were hung, and tables were
covered and set with placeholders. A
dedicated coffee and lunch area was
created with plenty of seating so visitors
could rest and escape the heat. Both
days were hot, but thankfully the wind
stayed calm. The staging area was
arranged so it could double as the flower
sales space. The first tent—already in
place from the summer celebration—

held all entries for judging, while the second tent was
reserved for head table winners, the photo display, the
social area, and flower sales. Moving the head table
into the second tent proved to be a great improvement.

Shirley and her team
hung 71 quilts, which
became a highlight of
the show. Their
colour and
craftsmanship drew
constant admiration,
and many visitors
asked whether they
were for sale. The :
quilts were a perfect

backdrop to the / -.l!m' ;
beautiful flowers.




Exhibitors began arriving around 10
a.m. on Saturday, and by the 1 p.m.
judging time, the show had 192
dahlias and 64 glads staged. Once
staging begins, everything moves
quickly. Penny ensured exhibitors had
all necessary supplies, and several
volunteers helped carry entries to the
tables. Despite having several entries
herself, LaRae still made time to
check the tables and ensure
everything was properly placed.

Mike organized five judging teams,
and the judges and clerks were so
familiar with the process that they handled the winners’ cards and ribbons themselves,
eliminating the need for volunteers at the front table. This allowed Deb to join a judging team.
Terri-Lynn managed the head table winners and did an excellent job.

Reg travelled from Calgary to judge the glads, and it was
a pleasure to see him and Marlene again. Kish also came
from Calgary and assisted exhibitors by identifying
dahlias and helping with show tags.

The arrangements and memorial classes drew their
usual attention, with several beautiful entries. Wendy set
up the photo display, which was enjoyed by visitors even
though the number of entries was smaller than hoped.

Mike and Cathy provided a light lunch for judges and
helpers on Saturday, and cookies, muffins, and coffee
were available for the public throughout the weekend.
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Visitor turnout was wonderful. At one
point, 50 people were counted in the
garden at the same time. Herb, Kish, Mike,
and Shirley spent time in the trial garden
answering questions and explaining its
purpose. John, Mike and Ken took the
opportunity to do some judging, while Deb
and John set up a separate table for colour
coding.



Flower bouquet sales were steady all
weekend, but especially busy late
Sunday afternoon when the table
flowers were sold. Shirley, Terri-Lynn
and LaRae worked tirelessly on the
flower sales which totaled
approximately $450.

By about 6 p.m. on Sunday, cleanup
was complete. The group decided to
leave the tent frames standing and
remove only the bottom legs, as
everyone was tired and this made the
job easier. Unfortunately, a severe
storm later that night tore the tent
tarp in two.




